
 
 
November 16, 2022 
 
David Anthony  
PennDOT District 11-0 
45 Thoms Run Road 
Bridgeville PA 15017     
 
RE: ER Project # 2022PR04281.004, FHWA: Clinton-Frankfort Road Bridge, Independence Township, 
Beaver County, Determination of Eligibility  
 
Dear Mr. Anthony, 
 
Thank you for submitting information concerning the above referenced project. The Pennsylvania 
State Historic Preservation Office (PA SHPO) reviews projects in accordance with state and federal 
laws. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, and the implementing 
regulations (36 CFR Part 800) of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, is the primary federal 
legislation. The Environmental Rights amendment, Article 1, Section 27 of the Pennsylvania 
Constitution and the Pennsylvania History Code, 37 Pa. Cons. Stat. Section 500 et seq. (1988) is the 
primary state legislation. These laws include consideration of the project's potential effects on both 
historic and archaeological resources. 
 
Above Ground Resources 
The Clinton-Frankfort Road Bridge (Resource # 2007RE00010) is a single-span stone arch bridge that 
carries Murdocksville Road over a branch of Raccoon Creek in Independence Township, Beaver 
County. The bridge was determined not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) in the Statewide Historic Bridge Survey which was completed in 2001. At that time, the 
bridge construction date was given as 1936. Recently, a page from a Beaver County bridge 
inspection report was presented to PennDOT which indicates the bridge was constructed in 1883 or 
1899. Therefore, PennDOT is requesting a re-evaluation of the National Register eligibility of the 
Clinton-Frankfort Bridge.  
 
Due to the time that has passed since the 2001 Statewide Historic Bridge Survey, the PA SHPO and 
PennDOT are currently re-evaluating the stone arch roadway bridge population of Pennsylvania. This 
re-evaluation uses a point-based system to provide a consistent and replicable approach to 
determine the eligibility of a bridge. Bridges are evaluated for National Register eligibility under 
Criterion C for engineering significance or high artistic merit with points assigned for retention of 
character defining features and points subtracted for lost features. This approach has been used to 
reevaluate other bridge types in Pennsylvania.  
 
As part of the stone arch bridge re-evaluation, the Clinton-Frankfort Road Bridge received points as a 
single-span bridge with high artistic value including coursed rusticated stone walls with stone 
voussoirs and stepped parapets on the remaining wing walls. The identified earlier date of 
construction was also taken into consideration. However, the Clinton-Frankfort Bridge is not an early 
example of a stone arch bridge in the state or region. To be considered early, stone arch bridges 
must be built before 1850. The earliest stone arch bridge in the survey dates to 1697 and an 
additional thirty-eight (38) stone arch bridges date from 1777 through 1849. Within the region of 
PennDOT District 11, the Merchant Street Bridge over Big Sewickley Creek (Resource # 
2004RE07952) in Beaver County is the earliest stone arch bridge, constructed in 1827, at least 50 
years earlier than the Clinton-Frankfort Road Bridge.  
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While the Clinton-Frankfort Road Bridge received points for high artistic value, it failed to reach the 
minimum number of points to be considered NR-eligible, in addition the bridge has been altered 
including replacement of large portions of both parapets with concrete. Based on the information 
received and available in our files, it is our opinion that the Clinton-Frankfort Road Bridge (Resource 
# 2007RE00010) is not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C due to a lack or significance 
and integrity. 
 
Please note:  Our opinion is conditional based on the information available to date. Should new 
information be brought to our attention in any future reviews of the property, a re-evaluation of the 
significance, integrity, and/or overall National Register eligibility of this property may be necessary. 
                                    
For questions concerning this review and/or for questions regarding above ground resources, please 
consult Tyra Guyton at tyguyton@pa.gov.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Emma Diehl 
Environmental Review Division Manager 

mailto:tyguyton@pa.gov

