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CONTACT US

PennDOT's fourth annual Innovations Challenge is 
proceeding, with regional winners being announced 
in each district with entries. Since last fall, students 
have been working hard to solve this year’s challenge: 
to develop an innovative and implementable 
solution that helps address Pennsylvania’s 
transportation revenue shortfall by identifying 
potential new funding streams.

Information on the Innovations Challenge can be 
found at this link.

ANNUAL INNOVATIONS CHALLENGE

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Standing at an 
impressive 270 feet 

above the river, what is 
the tallest road bridge 

in Pennsylvania?

TRANSPORTATION
TRIVIA!

Major delivery suppliers 
are committing to 

switching their fleet to 
electric vehicles. UPS 
has already ordered 

10,000 electric delivery 
trucks!

DID YOU KNOW?

On March 12, 2021, Governor Tom Wolf 
announced his commitment to phase out 
Pennsylvania’s gas tax. To make this 
possible and to further address the state’s 
transportation funding needs, the 
governor has also signed an Executive 
Order establishing the Transportation 
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PennDOT will continue to analyze potential funding options 
through the PEL. The PEL study will be made available for public 
comment on our website this spring. We want to hear your 
thoughts on the near- and long-term alternative funding options.

The nine candidate bridge projects for tolling through the Major 
Bridge P3 Initiative will continue to be analyzed for potential 
diversion route and environmental impacts. Visit our site to stay up 
to date on the candidate bridge projects and opportunities for 
input. 

WHAT’S NEXT?

PEL Lookahead

PEL Study 

NOV
2020
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2020

JAN
2021

FEB
2021

MAR
2021

APR
2021

Analysis and discussion of 
potential funding solutions 
from the PEL Study    

Draft PEL available 
for public viewing & 
opportunity for 
public comment

Updates to PEL 
Study based on 
public comments

MAY
2021

JUN
2021

Since announcing the Major Bridge P3 Initiative’s candidate 
bridges on February 18, 2021, we’ve heard from over 2,000 
Pennsylvanians! Below are some of the questions we received. 

“Why bridge tolling? Are there other options?”

Bridge tolling is just one option identified as a near-term 
funding solution and it would pay for the replacement or 
rehabilitation of a bridge. Bridge tolling is being considered for 
a number of reasons. Bridge tolling can be implemented in the 
near term and would allow for enough revenue to be raised to 
cover necessary bridge replacement or rehabilitation work 
without having to pull from regional budgets. An additional 
benefit is that people who use the bridge, pay for the bridge. 
Other funding strategies will continue to be evaluated through 
the PEL Study and Governor Wolf’s Transportation Revenue 
Options Commission. 

“Is our gas tax revenue insufficient because funds 
are redirected to the State Police?”

By law, our gas tax can only be used for highway and bridge 
related purposes and Pennsylvania State Police receive a 
portion of those funds for highway safety related needs. State 
Police funding increased after Act 89 was passed in 2013, but 
has decreased in recent years and current fiscal code requires 
that the amount transferred continue to decrease over the next 
decade to $500 million. The exact budget breakdowns can be 
viewed in our annual report here.

“Won’t bridge tolling mean more traffic congestion 
along the alternate routes?”

For each project, PennDOT will conduct a Diversion Route 
Analysis that identifies and evaluates potential alternative routes 
drivers may take to avoid a toll. These studies evaluate potential 
effects of diversion on local communities, and if warranted, 
analyze potential mitigation measures. Stakeholders and the 
public will have the opportunity to provide input on these 
potential diversion routes through each project's individual 
public engagement process.
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IN THE NEWS

Go Erie
Transportation Secretary: PennDOT bridge funding plan will 
strengthen infrastructure, economy
READ MORE

Lehigh Valley Live
PennDOT’s plan to add bridge tolls to pay for repairs include I-78 
and I-80 spans

READ MORE

Pittsburgh’s Action News 4
PennDOT looking to add tolls to pay for bridge repair and 
reconstruction
READ MORE

Revenue Options Commission (TROC), which will develop 
comprehensive funding recommendations for Pennsylvania’s large 
and aging infrastructure. Our findings from the PennDOT 
Pathways Program’s PEL Study will be provided to the Commission 
to support their work. Click here to view the press release and read 
more about the announcement.

Want to share information on your social or digital platforms? Find 
image, video and other resources in the Funding Media Center.

For more information about PennDOT Pathways, visit our website 
at penndot.gov/funding.

https://www.penndot.gov/pages/all-news-details.aspx?newsid=826
https://www.goerie.com/story/opinion/columns/2021/03/04/penndot-bridge-toll-plan-strengthen-pa/6906026002/
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/traffic/2021/02/penndots-plan-to-add-bridge-tolls-to-pay-for-repairs-include-i-78-and-i-80-spans.html
https://www.wtae.com/article/penndot-looking-to-add-tolls-to-pay-for-bridge-repair-and-reconstruction/35554208
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/PennDOT2020/Pages/Innovations-Challenge.aspx
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/annual-report/Pages/index.html
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/media/funding/Pages/default.aspx
penndot.gov/funding
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/funding/Pages/Funding-Trivia.aspx



